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claim both publication and research resumes 
that are quite extensive, Dr. Lantigua has 
struck a remarkable balance between his pro-
fessional and civic life—this perhaps best evi-
denced by the numerous board memberships 
he has maintained over the years. Dr. 
Lantigua is cofounder and board chair of 
Alianza Dominicana, Inc., as well as board 
chair of the Northern Manhattan Coalition for 
Immigrant Rights. In addition, he has served 
on the boards of such organizations as the 
Puerto Rican Legal Defense Fund, the Latino 
Commission on AIDS, the Puerto Rican/His-
panic Institute for the Elderly, the National His-
panic Leadership Agenda, and The Dorothy 
Blumberg Community Fund—just to name a 
few. 

Madam Speaker, I stand before you in rec-
ognition of a coalition builder in our commu-
nity; a man whom I have known and held in 
high regard for over three decades. In asking 
that my colleagues join me in paying tribute to 
a true humanitarian in Dr. Rafael A. Lantigua, 
I do so not only on behalf of myself, but also 
on behalf of countless Latinos both in New 
York and in the Dominican Republic—women, 
men, and children whose lives Dr. Lantigua 
has in some way touched—and who look 
upon his career as a shining illustration of the 
myriad ways that Dominicans have enriched 
us all and become integral to American soci-
ety. 
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INTRODUCTION OF KIDNEY DIS-
EASE EDUCATION BENEFITS ACT 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 28, 2007 

Mr. KIRK. Madam Speaker, today, I am in-
troducing the Kidney Disease Education Bene-
fits Act. As co-Chairman of the Congressional 
Kidney Caucus, I am proud to join with my fel-
low Kidney Caucus co-Chairman, Congress-
man JIM MCDERMOTT (D–WA) to introduce this 
important initiative. 

Each year, some 80,000 people are diag-
nosed with End-Stage Renal Disease. This 
stage of kidney disease occurs when the kid-
neys function at less than 10 percent and, as 
a result, are no longer able to maintain life. 
Patients with kidney disease require regular 
kidney dialysis treatments or a transplant to 
survive. Medicare pays for most renal patients 
at the cost of $20 billion a year, nearly 7 per-
cent of all Medicare expenditures, despite the 
fact that the kidney disease population rep-
resents just 1.1 percent of all Medicare pa-
tients. 

Complications associated with kidney dis-
ease are common, but can be reduced if ap-
propriate education is provided prior to the 
onset of renal failure. There are a number of 
steps chronic kidney disease patients can take 
to reduce renal failure and better prepare 
themselves for dialysis, including making life-
style changes, learning about renal replace-
ment options, and seeking a compatible kid-
ney donor. Medicare, however, does not pro-
vide coverage for education on nutrition, treat-
ment options, venous access, or transplant co-
ordination until after the patient has experi-
enced kidney failure and is already undergoing 
dialysis. 

To remedy this situation, we are introducing 
the Kidney Disease Education Benefits Act of 

2007 to make counseling available to patients 
before they begin dialysis. This is a top Na-
tional Kidney Foundation legislative priority. 
Our bill would provide reimbursement for an 
estimated $10 million per year for up to six 
educational sessions for Medicare patients. 
These sessions would be offered 1 year prior 
to kidney failure to help prevent renal failure, 
better prepare these patients for dialysis, and 
save Medicare costs that can be associated 
with complications resulting from renal failure. 

Kidney disease cannot be reversed, but, 
with appropriate education, its effects can be 
slowed, improving the quality of life for renal 
patients and reducing costs to taxpayers. I 
would like to thank Congressman MCDERMOTT 
for joining me in the fight against kidney dis-
ease. I look forward to working with him and 
my other colleagues on this important initia-
tive. 
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HONORING GEORGE BARNES 

HON. JOHN J. DUNCAN, JR. 
OF TENNESSEE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 28, 2007 

Mr. DUNCAN. Madam Speaker, on Satur-
day, March 3rd, the Knox County Republican 
Executive Committee will honor George 
Barnes, one of its greatest leaders. 

George was born on September 21, 1923, 
in Sevier County, Tennessee, and graduated 
from Sevier County High School. 

He then graduated from the University of 
Tennessee and had a distinguished career at 
Robertshaw Controls Corp. for almost 40 
years. 

He was active in the Society for the Ad-
vancement of Management and the South 
Knoxville Optimist Club. He has been a mem-
ber of Meridian Baptist Church for over 50 
years. 

He has been a longtime member of the 
Knox County Republican Executive Committee 
and was president of the South Knoxville Re-
publican Club and chairman of the 27th Pre-
cinct. 

Senator Ben Atchley has credited George 
Barnes as being the person who talked him 
into staying in the legislature as long as he 
did. 

Some people get into politics only for them-
selves. George Barnes has unselfishly worked 
for almost all Republican candidates and office 
holders over his active career. 

Working alongside him and supporting him 
in every way has been his wife, Flo. They are 
the proud parents of two daughters, Elizabeth, 
a speech pathologist for the Oak Ridge 
Schools, and Jean, a lawyer in Brentwood. 

George Barnes is honest, ethical, hard-
working, patriotic, and above all else, kind. He 
has touched thousands of lives in good and 
positive ways. 

He is a truly great American and this Nation 
is a better place because of the life he has 
led. 

COMMENDING THE PASSING OF 
H.R. 556 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, February 28, 2007 

Mr. ISSA. Madam Speaker, today, the U.S. 
House of Representatives unanimously 
passed H.R. 556, which reforms and modern-
izes the process by which the Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the United States re-
views national security issues pertaining to for-
eign acquisitions. 

I commend the bipartisan House Financial 
Services Committee for putting together a 
strong bill that encourages and respects a 
general policy of openness toward foreign in-
vestment, but also protects our national secu-
rity from new threats in a post 9–11 world. 

This legislation makes clear that in review-
ing foreign government acquisitions of critical 
U.S. energy infrastructure, such as pipelines 
and Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) facilities, the 
United States will not turn a blind eye to for-
eign governments that use energy assets as a 
political, economic or foreign policy weapon. 

As the Committee’s report states, we expect 
‘‘. . . that acquisitions of U.S. energy compa-
nies or assets by foreign governments or com-
panies controlled by foreign governments—in-
cluding any instance in which such foreign 
government has used energy assets to inter-
fere with or influence policies or economic 
conditions in other countries in ways that 
threaten the national security of those coun-
tries—will be reviewed closely for their na-
tional security impact. If such acquisitions 
raise legitimate concerns about threats to U.S. 
national security, appropriate protections as 
set forth in the statute should be instituted in-
cluding potentially the prohibition of the trans-
action.’’ 

Unfortunately, recent actions on the part of 
the government of Russia demonstrate why 
such protections are needed. One need only 
ask officials in the Ukraine, Lithuania, Belarus, 
Georgia and many countries throughout Eu-
rope whether the Russian government— 
through its state-owned oil monopoly, Rosneft, 
and gas monopoly, Gazprom—uses its energy 
assets to ‘‘interfere with or influence policies 
or economic conditions’’ in their countries. If 
Gazprom or Rosneft tries to acquire critical 
energy infrastructure here in the United 
States, the CFIUS review process should 
carefully review the acquisition in order to de-
termine the impact on our own national secu-
rity, and I commend the bipartisan authors of 
this legislation for demanding nothing less. 

I commend the Financial Services Com-
mittee for recognizing that the reforms and 
procedures detailed in H.R. 556 ‘‘stand in 
stark contrast to actions taken by some for-
eign governments, where expropriations of as-
sets, often in the energy sector, have occurred 
arbitrarily, without justification, and without rec-
ompense for U.S. investors.’’ 

As many of my colleagues know, U.S. in-
vestors throughout the country lost approxi-
mately $6 billion when the Russian govern-
ment effectively re-nationalized Russia’s larg-
est privately-owned energy company, Yukos, 
and expropriated its assets without compensa-
tion to its owners or shareholders. 

Now, for the first time since the Russian 
government’s expropriation without compensa-
tion of Yukos, and President Vladimir Putin’s 
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ruthless strategy of using Russian energy as-
sets to apply economic and political pressure 
on neighboring countries and the West—in-
cluding the disruption of oil and gas supplies— 
the Congress has recognized that if the Rus-
sian Government or its subsidiary companies 
seek to acquire critical U.S. energy infrastruc-
ture, Russia’s coercive energy policies and its 
potential threat to the energy security of the 
United States must be considered as part of 
the CFIUS review process. 

The National Security Foreign Investment 
Reform and Strengthened Transparency Act of 
2007 strikes the right balance. It strongly en-
courages foreign investment in the United 
States without unnecessary and reasonable 
restrictions by companies that engage in re-
sponsible commercial activities and practices. 
However, H.R. 556 also makes it clear that 
energy-related infrastructure is critically impor-
tant to our national security, and those compa-
nies that wish to acquire our infrastructure 
must adhere to internationally recognized 
standards of commercial conduct. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH 

HON. STEVE ISRAEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 28, 2007 

Mr. ISRAEL. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to celebrate the vast contributions that past 
and present African American leaders have 
made to our country. As February and Black 
History Month come to a close, it is time for 
us all to reflect on the crucial role that African 
Americans have played in this great nation. 

As we commemorate the achievements of 
African American leaders, we must remember 
the efforts of their predecessors who dedi-
cated their entire lives to opening the doors for 
those that followed. If it were not for the com-
mitment of civil rights leaders like Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Medgar Evers 
and countless others, today’s accomplish-
ments may not have come to fruition. Their 
diligence and bravery paved the way for future 
African Americans and for that they deserve 
our deep recognition and praise. 

Standing here today, I am honored to serve 
in this historic 110th Congress particularly be-
cause we have a record number of African 
Americans holding leadership positions. As a 
Democrat, I am proud to have Representative 
JAMES CLYBURN serving as the Majority Whip 
making him the highest ranking African Amer-
ican in Congressional history. 

Additionally, we are privileged to have 
Chairman BENNIE THOMPSON of Mississippi of 
the Homeland Security Committee, Chairman 
JOHN CONYERS of Michigan on the Judiciary 
Committee, Chairwoman STEPHANIE TUBBS- 
JONES of Ohio on the Committee on Stand-
ards of Official Conduct and Chairman 
CHARLES RANGEL from my home state of New 
York on the Committee on Ways and Means. 
I am grateful to be serving in this body with 
such distinguished colleagues. 

I hope you will all join me today on this the 
last day of February in recognizing and hon-
oring the profound contributions of African 
Americans to the United States of America. 

INTRODUCING THE NATIONAL UN-
DERGROUND RAILROAD NET-
WORK TO FREEDOM REAUTHOR-
IZATION ACT 

HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 28, 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
I rise today to introduce the National Under-
ground Railroad Network to Freedom Reau-
thorization Act. I would first like to thank the 
numerous colleagues that have joined me in 
prioritizing this legislation as original cospon-
sors, especially my colleague from Delaware, 
Representative CASTLE, and the National 
Parks Conservation Association for its en-
dorsement of this legislation. 

Our Nation’s history is in peril when funding 
for our national parks is in peril. We must 
guarantee our future generations will be able 
to experience the critical journey of sacrifice 
and triumph that has empowered African- 
Americans and shaped the history of this Na-
tion. 

In pursuit of this charge, the National Park 
Service has emerged as one of the largest 
stewards of black history in the United States. 
The National Underground Railroad Network 
to Freedom was established in 1998 and has 
served as a tremendous historical resource 
throughout our national parks. The Network to 
Freedom encompasses over 250 programs, 
sites, and partners in over 27 states and the 
District of Columbia. This unique network is a 
phenomenal national resource in its preserva-
tion of historic buildings, routes, programs, 
projects, and museums with thematic connec-
tions to the Underground Railroad. As the only 
national program dedicated to the preserva-
tion, interpretation, and dissemination of Un-
derground Railroad history, this network is a 
vital asset to the National Park System. 

Madam Speaker, my esteemed former col-
league Congressman Louis Stokes estab-
lished the Network to Freedom with a bipar-
tisan coalition to preserve American history. In 
1998, his legislation passed the house with 
only two dissenting votes. With such over-
whelming support, it is only right that we honor 
the congressional mandate set forth by the es-
tablishing legislation. 

Honoring this legislation will require con-
certed action to overcome the funding chal-
lenges that threaten all national parks. In fact, 
recent National Park Service financial projec-
tions show the Network to Freedom budget re-
ducing by 72 percent by the year 2011. This 
vital asset will diminish without adequate fund-
ing for staff and operations to coordinate ef-
forts, as well as additional oversight of grants 
for site development. The National Under-
ground Railroad Network to Freedom Reau-
thorization Act calls for a modest $2 million in 
funding to resolve the financial burdens that 
threaten the existence of the Network to Free-
dom. Importantly, this legislation also main-
tains the $500,000 in grants that have been 
previously authorized for Network to Freedom 
site and program development. This funding 
will allow Network to Freedom staff to pursue 
and fulfill their Congressional mandate ‘‘to 
honor and interpret the history of the Under-
ground Railroad.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I am confident that this bill 
will protect the interpretive interests of our Na-

tional Park System by providing the necessary 
support staff and oversight for the Network to 
Freedom to exist in perpetuity. As my distin-
guished former colleague Senator Carol 
Mosley-Braun so eloquently observed in her 
introduction of the companion establishing leg-
islation in the Senate, ‘‘This bill helps to pre-
serve the structures and artifacts of an orga-
nized resistance movement for freedom.’’ I 
urge my colleagues to join me in preserving 
the history of the Underground Railroad so 
that generations to come will understand the 
sacrifices endured to achieve the freedom ex-
perienced today. 
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HONORING ALABAMA’S AIR 
NATIONAL GUARD 

HON. JO BONNER 
OF ALABAMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, February 28, 2007 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to pay tribute to the men and women of Ala-
bama’s Air National Guard. 

The men and women of Alabama’s Air Na-
tional Guard are most deserving of our com-
mendation. In the hours following the terror at-
tacks of September 11th, members of Ala-
bama’s Air National Guard mobilized to patrol 
the skies above major southern U.S. cities. 
For the next year, these brave men and 
women vigilantly maintained a watchful pres-
ence in the skies. 

Shortly after responding to that call of duty, 
Alabama’s Air National Guard was again 
called up to active duty in support of Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom. Alabama’s Air National 
Guard has taken a leading role in Iraq, with 
units completing up to three tours of duty. This 
high deployment level is a testament to the 
bravery and professional preparedness of the 
men and women of Alabama’s Air National 
Guard, and confirms that Alabama’s Air Na-
tional Guard units are equipped with the nec-
essary skills to meet the United States mili-
tary’s mission requirements in Iraq. This de-
ployment also marked a significant first for 
Alabama’s Air National Guard and the U.S. 
military; it was the first unit to ever use the 
GBU–38, commonly referred to as the ‘‘Smart 
Bomb,’’ in combat. This very effective weapon, 
which minimizes collateral damage, was effec-
tively employed by Alabama’s Air National 
Guard in the Battle of Fallujah. 

Currently, members of Alabama’s Air Na-
tional Guard are deployed to Arizona and New 
Mexico as part of increased efforts to secure 
America’s southern border. The highest levels 
of the U.S. military leadership have recognized 
and honored the service of Alabama’s Air Na-
tional Guard. The Guard has received numer-
ous Flight Safety awards from the Air Force 
Air Combat Command and the Air National 
Guard for its safety record, and it has also 
been recognized by Air Combat Command 
and the 9th Air Force Inspector General for 
excellence during Operational Readiness In-
spections and Unit Compliance Inspections 
over the last two decades. 

The dedication of the men and women of 
Alabama’s Air National Guard, as well as the 
vision and leadership of the officers in charge, 
has brought honor to the Guard, their fellow 
Alabamians, and fellow Americans. They and 
their families have sacrificed a great deal. 
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